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a Vice-Presidest of the Republic in its days of independence,
and by astute and not very scrupulous means had acquired a
solid prosperity which secured the respect of his fellow Boer &

A man of dogged resolution, with a firm belief in the future
of his race in South Africa, supported by the conviction that
they were the chosen people of God, he was a type of all that
was hard, narrow, superstitious, and shrewd in the character
of the Boers. It was due largely to his corruption in public
office and to his aggressive actions against the native tribes
beyond the Transvaal that Sir Theophilus Shepstone, the
Governor of Cape Colony, had advised the annexation of the
Republic in 1876.

But Kruger was never reconciled to this loss of indepen-
dence, and he made two journeys to London with the object
of persuading the Colonial Secretary to give self-government
again to the Transvaal Boers. Failing in this, he plotted
secretly for an insurrection, stirring up the animosity of the
fanners against their * oppressors.1

When Mr. Gladstone became Prime Minister a small tax
was demanded of the Boers for the Imperial revenue. It was
instantly made the plea for an armed revolt. *A *4eclaration
of rights * was drawn up and sent to Sir Garnet Wolseley,
who promptly imprisoned the delegates. Then Commandant
Cronje, a name soon to be more familiar to i$s, with a party
of armed men, rescued a waggon which was being forcibly
sold by auction to pay for the obnoxious taxes. Events moved
qukkly. la December, 1880, Paul Krqger, Andries Pretorius,
ai^d Piet Joubert, were appointed as a triumvirate for a
* Provisional Government of the Transvaal Republic,* Joubert
being named also as * Commandant-.Gene*al of the Boer
Army/ At a meeting ol 5,000 iaraaers, assembled from all
parts of the Transvaal, each man swore an oath to be faithful
to the cause of liberty, solemnly placing a stone oa what
became a great heap as a commemoration of that pledge.
Then, raising their voices and singing a hyms, they raised the
feoir-coloured flag of independence*